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Cole Drama Orientation 2022

Welcome to Cole Drama! This year’s production will be for 4th, 5th and 6th grade students. We are excited about your interest in participating in this year’s production, Schoolhouse Rock! Being in a drama production is a lot of hard work, but also a lot of fun. But most of all, it is a HUGE commitment. Not everyone has the time and energy necessary in their schedules to make this type of commitment. In order to understand what is involved, we ask you to review the attached schedule and contract with your family with careful consideration as to the commitment that you (and they) will be making.

ATTENDANCE:
We have planned our orientation, auditions, rehearsals, and performance times to minimize conflicts with other school related activities. We will need ALL of our cast members at EVERY rehearsal on time and for the ENTIRE LENGTH of the rehearsal in order to prepare the production. (If there is a conflict relating to a school function, we will work with that Cole Staff member to resolve it.) However, we will not be able to resolve your scheduling conflicts with activities outside of Cole School (soccer, dance, piano lessons, etc.) So please take this into consideration before you commit to being in Drama. Missing cast members negatively impact the entiredrama cast. Also, we will be covering a large amount of material at each practice. Therefore, a cast member who misses more than ONE rehearsal for ANY reason will be excused from the production. (Two incidences of arriving late or leaving early will be considered equal to one absence.)

BEHAVIOR:
Participation in the Cole Drama Program requires excellent behavior. Students need to be focused (listening, paying attention and following directions), respectful (not talking while others are talking), responsible (attending all rehearsals, etc. and coming prepared!), and diligent (putting forth 100% effort at all times.) Students who have difficulty with self-control will not be eligible to participate in Drama.

SCHEDULE:
Drama will meet in the MPR unless otherwise notified. Drama rehearsals/auditions will be…

EVERY Tuesday from 7:15-7:55 AM (beginning 3/22) EVERY Wednesday from 3:00-4:30 PM
EVERY Thursday from 7:15-7:55 AM until…

DRESS REHEARSAL: Wednesday, 5/25 3-5 pm
NIGHT PERFORMANCE: Thursday, 5/26, cast arrives @ 6 pm; performance@7pm SCHOOL PERFORMANCE/S: Friday, 5/27
AUDITIONS/REHEARSALS:
Auditions/rehearsals are closed to the general public and only prospective drama cast members are allowed in. (We cannot accommodate parents, siblings, or friends.) Auditions will be imbedded into rehearsals, so every time you are rehearsing, you are also potentially auditioning for a multitude of parts. The following will be taken into consideration:

1. Script reading
You will receive this at rehearsal. Do your very best to be animated and project your voice. Memorize the script and songs at your earliest convenience.

2. Vocalization
You may also receive song/s from the play at the orientation. It will be reviewed with you at the Orientation. You may be asked to sing scales also so that I can determine your range. Sing out as loudly and as confidently as you can.

3. Choreography
You will be taught choreography. During all rehearsals/auditions, remember to keep your head up, look animated and execute the choreography as crisply and sharply as you can. All students will participate in all parts of the audition during rehearsals.

CASTING:
Casting a play is like putting the pieces of a puzzle together. The directors take into consideration what is best for the ENTIRE group and assign parts accordingly. We ask that you keep this in mind as we are casting the play. This is a TEAM effort and all participants are EQUALLY important. All of our cast members are STARS. Therefore we expect you to show good sportsmanship and to accept the part that you are assigned and perform it to the best of your ability. All casting decisions made by the directors and judges are final. Sometimes we are not able to accommodate all of the students who audition for a particular play. Please do not be discouraged if you are not selected for this year’s play. We applaud your courage for trying out and encourage you to keep working toward future plays either here, at Intermediate or High School, or out in the community.

REHEARSALS:
Rehearsals are closed to the general public. Only drama cast members and the directors will participate in the rehearsals. We cannot accommodate siblings or friends. Please make sure siblings and friends have made other arrangements for transportation and/or supervisory care as they cannot attend drama rehearsals.

DONATIONS:
We are asking for a donation of $25.00 for each student who participates in the play. This will cover the cost of a special Drama t-shirt worn as a costume in the play. It will also offset the cost to produce the play. You will receive access rehearsal music. This donation is voluntary and will not affect your child’s participation in the play. Do not donate yet-we will be accepting donations at a later date.
COLE DRAMA CONTRACT

After reviewing the orientation packet, if you feel that you and your family can make the kind of commitment to Cole Drama that is necessary to put on a successful program, please fill out and sign this contract. You must have this contract signed by you and your parent and returned by Wednesday, 3/30 at 3:00 PM in order to participate in the play.

Student Name: ______________________________ Grade_______ Rm._______


Parent Name:________________________________Phone_________________


E-mail___________________________________________________________

(We will communicate with you by e-mail. Provide as many addresses as you would like for us to contact. We can send drama updates to a student’s e-mail address with parental permission.)

Please sign below if you are willing to abide by these conditions:

1. Attend all meetings, rehearsals and performances scheduled by the Drama directors. Arrive on time and stay for the duration of all meetings, rehearsals and performances.

2. Maintain appropriate behavior at all times including: listening and being attentive, following directions, not interrupting, and staying on task.

3. Accept the decisions of the Drama directors and judges as final. Be willing to be a team player and give your best effort to the part which you are assigned.

4. Come prepared to rehearsals by learning the script, songs and dances. (This will require you to practice and prepare on your own in addition to the rehearsals.) Come to rehearsals in comfortable clothes and tennis shoes (in dress code) in order to be able to act, sing and dance.

By signing below, my family and I agree to support my commitment to the Drama Program at Maple Creek and to abide by the rules (both stated and written) in the Orientation and in the Contract.



Student Signature



Parent Signature

Thank you for your interest in the Cole Drama Program. Good luck!


Ms. Sherri Johnson, Drama Director sherrijohnson@cusd.com

